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Saf ety
TRAI NI NG, TESTI NG, AND LI CENSI NG
OF SVALL BOAT OPERATORS

1. Purpose. This regulation establishes policy and procedures
for the training, testing and |icensing of operators of U S
Arnmy Corps of Engi neers (USACE) boats/vessels | ess than 26

feet in |length.

2. Applicability. This regulation applies to HQUSACE OCE

el ements, mmjor subordi nate commands (MSC), districts,

| aboratories, and field operating activities (FOA) having snmall
boati ng operati ons.

3. Policy. It is the policy of the Corps of Engineers that

all enpl oyees who operate USACE boats/vessels | ess than 26 feet
in length, be trained, tested and |licensed in accordance with
this and other applicable regul ations. Enployees who operate
USACE boats/vessels will do so in a safe and prudent manner and
i n accordance with recogni zed Federal, state, and | ocal |aws
and st andards.

4. Ref er ences.

a. 29 CFR 1910/1960, Cccupational Safety and Health Act.

b. ER 1125-2-304, |nspection, Mintenance, Operation, and
Repai r.

c. EM385-1-1, Safety and Health Requirenents Mnual .

5. Responsibilities.

_ a. The MsC, district, |aboratory or FOA conmander/director
is responsible for:

(1) WManaging a boat training and |licensing programin

This regul ati on supersedes ER 385-1-91, dated 1 Jan 1991
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conpliance with this regulation. The commander shall appoint,
inwiting, a director to organize, integrate and nonitor
the boat training and |icensing program

(2) Assuring that operators of USACE boats/vessels are
adequately trained, properly tested, and |icensed, prior to
the official operation of any USACE boat/vessel.

b. Each district, laboratory or FOA command with boating
operations shall:

(1) Designate an individual as the responsible person for
all boat training and licensing activities within the
organi zation and provide training to all small boat operators
in conpliance with this regul ation.

~ (2) Assign additional instructors, as necessary, to assist
in boat operator training.

c. Qperators of USACE boats/vessels, less than 26 feet in
l ength, wll successfully conplete a 24-hour training and be
licensed prior to official operation of a USACE vessel.
Li censed notorboat operators will conplete an 8-hour refresher
course every five years to retain the |license.

d. HQUSACE. The HQUSACE Civil Wrks Directorate and the
Safety and Occupational Health Ofice will jointly maintain,
and offer to enpl oyees, a 40-hour instructor training course
which will qualify attendees to teach, test and certify
operators of small boats/vessels. Additionally, the HQUSACE
w || provide peer reviews of subordinate |icensing prograns to
assure conpliance with this regul ation.

6. General.

a. Modtorboat License Exam ners and operators will be:

(1) Trained to be fully know edgeabl e of prescribed safety
procedures including the use of all equipnment and/or tools
necessary to safely perform assi gned tasks.

(2) Be capable of swinm ng 100 yards with a Personal
Fl oat ati on Devi ce (PFD)
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b. USACE commands, at their discretion may elect to
i npl emrent and enforce nore stringent requirenents than stated
herein, but under no circunstances will the requirenents be
| ess than specified in this regul ation.

7. Training and Licensing Requirenents.

a. District/lab/FOA Mtorboat Director. The district/
| ab/ FOA Mot orboat Director nust be a graduate of the 40-hour
HQUSACE- approved Mot or boat License Exam ner Trai ni ng Course.

b. District/lab/FOA Mdtorboat Instructors. District/lab/
FOA not orboat instructors nmust be graduates of the 40-hour
HQUSACE- approved Mt orboat License Exam ner Training Course.
To maintain certification as a notorboat instructor, USACE
enpl oyees nust participate as an instructor in at |east one 24-
hour notorboat training course or 8-hour refresher course every
three years. |If an instructor fails to nmeet this requirenent,
their certification shall be revoked and shall not be re-
instated until such tine as the enpl oyee attends a HQUSACE-
approved 40- hour Mdtorboat License Exam ner Training course.

c. Modtorboat operators. District/|ab/FOA Mt orboat
Qperators nust conplete a 24-hour HQUSACE- approved Mot or boat
Qperator Training course and be licensed prior to official
operation of vessels. A recommended 24-hour training/testing
requirenent is found in Appendix A Additionally, al
not or boat operators nust attend an 8-hour refresher training
course every five years to nmaintain certification. A
recomrended refresher training course outline is outlined in
Appendi x B. USACE enpl oyees neeting the followng criteria are
exenpted from attendi ng the 24-hour training course:

(1) USACE boat/vessel operators who pass the boat handling
skills portion of the boating course and satisfactorily
conplete the final witten exam nation, may be exenpt fromthe
training requirements in Appendi x B. This denonstration of
skills and knowl edge will be on a case-by-case basis and w ||
i nclude the standard witten exam nation and actual
denonstration of boat and trailer skills.

(2) Corps of Engineers enployees operating boats/vessels
subject to U S. Coast Guard restrictions will be licensed in
accordance with that agency's requirenents. Corps of Engineers
boat s/vessels in that category will neet the inspection and
certification requirements of ER 1125-2-304.

3
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d. Optional Form 346 will be the |icensing docunent issued
to individuals who satisfactorily conplete the required
training requirements and/or denonstrate the required
proficiency in accordance with this regul ation.

8. Equipnent Inspection. USACE notorboats and auxiliary
equi pnent shall be inspected annually using the checklist at
Appendi x C. Inspection results shall be naintained at the
project and shall be made avail abl e upon request during a
program audi t.

FOR THE COMVANDER:

3 Appendi ces R L. VANANT

APP A - 24-Hour Qperator Col onel ps of Engi neers

Cour se Chief of Staff
APP B - 8-Hour Refresher

Cour se
APP C - Small Boat | nspection

Checkl i st
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APPENDI X A

U S. ARMY CORPS OF ENG NEERS
BOAT OPERATORS TRAI NI NG COURSE
(24 HOURS)

The following outline will be used by |ocal organizations to
train enpl oyee operators of boats/vessels |less than 26 feet in
length. It is not necessary that course days run
consecutively. The course schedule can be altered to neet

| ocal requirenents as long as the subjects |listed below are
included in the total curricul um

DAY ONE

0800- 0815 Wl cone and Purpose of Course

0815-0830 Witten Boating Know edge Pre Test

0830- 1030 Required Boating Safety Equi pnent and
EM 385-1-1 Requi renents

1030-1130 Boats/Trail ers/ Mintenance

1130-1230 Lunch

1230-1330 Boats/Trail ers/ Mintenance - Conti nued

1330-1530 Navigation and Rules of the Road/Aids to
Navi gati on

1530-1700 Denonstration of Enmergency Procedures (Mn
Overboard Drills)

DAY TWD

0800- 0900 Fire Suppression gPracticaIg
0900- 1000 Boat Oientation (Practical
21; Equi pment Check
2) Starting Procedures
(3) Getting Underwar
1000- 1030 Practical Boating Skills (Practical)
21; Ref uel i ng Procedures
2) Equi pnment Mai nt enance
(3) Marlinspi ke Seamanshi p
(4) Mooring and Tying O f
1030- 1200 Course Fam liarization with Instructor
(Practical)
(1) Boat Handling Fam |liarization

A-1
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1200- 1300

1300- 1700
DAY THREE

0800- 1200

1200- 1300
1300- 1430
1430- 1600

(2) Docki ng Course

23; Ser penti ne Course

4) Transition Serpentine Course

(SL Qobst acl e Avoi dance Course
Lunc

Boating Course with Instructor
(Sane as Above)

Boat Exerci ses
(1) Trailer, Backing, Launching, and
Retri evi ng
22; Al ongsi de Maneuveri ng
3) Towi ng of Vessels
(4? Enmer gency Procedures (Man Overboard
Drills)
Lunch
Boat Exercises (continued)
Post Test/Review Critique
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APPENDI X B

U S. ARW CORPS OF ENA NEERS

BOAT OPERATORS REFRESHER TRAI NI NG COURSE

(8 HOURS)

The follow ng refresher training outline my be used by | ocal
organi zations to train enployee operators of boats/vessels |ess
than 26 feet in length. The course schedule can be altered to
meet | ocal requirenents.

CLASSROOM

0800- 0810
0810- 0830
0830- 0850
0850- 0910
0910- 0930
0930- 1000

PRACTI CAL
1015- 1200

1200- 1230
1230- 1630

USACE Boating Policy

Boati ng Laws/ Rul es and Regul ati ons
Requi red Equi prment/ Equi pnent | nspection
Boat/ Trai | er Mai ntenance

Fi re Suppression

Rul es of the Road/ Navigation Aids

Equi pnent Check

Starting Procedures

Getti ng Underway

Ref uel i ng Procedures

Moori ng/ Tying O f

Lunch

Maneuvering and Docki ng

Emer gency Procedures (Man Overboard Drills)
Tow ng
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APPENDI X C
U.S. ARW CORPS OF ENG NEERS
SMALL BOAT | NSPECTI ON CHECKLI ST
(26 FEET AND LESS)

PRQJECT: DATE

TYPE BOAT: TYPE MOTOR:

HORSEPOVER: | NSPECTED BY:

| NSPECTI ON_CRI TERI A YES NO NA COVMENTS

1. Are periodic

i nspections and tests of
all marine plant and
equi pnent nmade to insure
saf e operating
conditions? (19.A 01)

2. Are marine plant

and/ or equi pnment found to
be in unsafe condition,
taken out of service and
its use prohibited until
unsafe conditions are
corrected? (19.A 01)

3. Are all itens of
floating plant or
associ at ed equi pnment
stored or placed beyond
20 feet of overhead
transm ssi on or

di stribution |lines?

4. Was all marine plant
and equi pment put into
use on the job,

i nspected, tested and
found to be in safe
operating condition
before initial use?

(19. A 01)
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| NSPECTI ON _CRI TERI A

YES NO NA

COVMENTS

5. Do inspection records
mai ntai ned at the site
becone part of the
official project file,
and nade available to
desi gnated authorities?
(19. A 01)

6. |Is the maxi num nunber
of passengers that can be
safely transported,
posted on all |aunches,
not or boats, and skiffs?
(19. C. 03)

7. Does horsepower of
engi ne neet hul
speci fications?

8. Is a signal device
provi ded on the vessel to
gi ve signals required by
appl i cabl e navi gati on
rules? (19.A 05)

9. Are visual distress
si gnal i ng devi ces (day
and night) present and up
to date?

10. Is type and size of
anchor and attached |ine
suitable for size of
boat ?

11. Are paddl e and/or
oars on board and in good
condi ti on?

12. Is bilge punp and
di scharge (if so

equi pped) properly

| ocated and i n good
operating condition?
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COVMENTS

13. Is a fully stocked
First Aid kit of the
proper size on board?

14. Are navigation
i ghts working properly?

15. Has a Type I, Type
V, or better USCG
personal floatation

devi ce (PFD) been
provided to all boat
passengers? (05.1.01)

16. Are PFDs inspected
for defects which would
alter their bouyancy
before and after each
use? (05.1.02)

17. Are defective PFDs
or PFDs with | ess than 13
pounds buoyancy, renoved
fromservice? (05.1.02)

18. Are all PFDs
equi pped with
retroreflective tape
nmeeti ng EM 385-1-1,
Appendi x A.

19. |Is each boat

equi pped with at | east
one USCG approved life
ring or ring buoy with at
| east 90 feet of 3/8 inch
solid braid pol ypropyl ene
line or equal attached?
(05 1 04)

20. | s the notorboat
equipﬁed with a kill
swi tch?

21. Are boat seats
securely bolted to the
boat deck?
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| NSPECTI ON CRI TERI A YES NO N A COVIVENTS
22. Are all | aunches and

not or boats equi pped with
fire extinguishers of at
| east the size and
rating(s) specified?
(19. C. 04)

23. Are provisions nmade
for preventing

accunul ation of fuel/oils
on floors, decks and in
bil ges? (19.A 07)

24. Are all carburetors
on gasol i ne engi nes

equi pped with a backfire
trap or flane arrestor?
(19. A 06)

25. Are fuel tank
overflow, fill and vent
pi pes so equi pped that
[iquid or vapor cannot
escape inside hull or
cabin, and will flow
over boar d?

26. Are automatic or
remote controls provided
where built-in fire
extingui sher systens are
installed? (19.C 04)

27. Are boats powered by
i nternal conbustion

engi nes, located within
conpartnments or confined
spaces, equipped with
vent fans rated for Cd ass
| locations? (19.A. 10)

28. Are ventil ator

i ntakes extended to a

di stance not nore than
one foot fromthe engine
conpartnent bottonf
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COVMENTS

29. Boat Trailering:

A. Is the hitch
secured to the tongue
| ocki ng mechani sm
soundi ng and non- bi ndi ng?

B. Are safety
chai ns and hooks adequate
for the size of the | oad?

C. Are all lights:
brake, turning, and
runni ng operating
properly?

D Are tires in
good condition: adequate
tread, free of dry rot,
and properly infl ated?

E. Are wheel
beari ngs properly
| ubricated and is the
proper torque on the
wheel nut?

F. Are caps and/or
buddy bearings i1nstalled
properly and functional ?

G Are brakes (if
equi pped), worKki ng
properly?

H. Is the trailer
tongue wei ght proper for
t he boat carried?

. Arerollers
and/ or bunks properly
aligned and i n good
condi ti on?
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| NSPECTI ON _CRI TERI A

YES NO_ NA

COVMENTS

29. Boat trailering:
(cont)

J. Are trailer
wheel bearing seals
mari ne grade and do they
seal properly to prevent
seepage of water Into
beari ngs and races?

K. Has the
trailer's master cylinder
been checked for proper
| evel of fluid and are
there any signs of brake
fluid | eakage?

L. Has the
trailer's wheel cylinders
been i nspected for signs
of brake fluid | eakage,
under dry conditions?

M Is the trailer
suspensi on system
adequat e and capabl e of
supporting the boat and
ot her equi pnent | oadi ngs?

N. Is the boat
secured at bow and stern
when trail ered?

O Has a transom
saver been installed for
support of outboard notor
skeg (foot)?

P. Are trailer
safety chains of a
sufficient length to
properly cradle the
trail er tongue?
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COVMENTS

30. Tow ng Vehicl e:

A. Is the vehicle
of adequat e wei ght and
power to safely tow the
| oaded boat and trailer?

B. Is the hitch
properly rated for the
wei ght of the boat and
trailer to be towed?

C. Is the hitch
secured to the frame (not
bunper) of the vehicle?

D. |Is the ball on
the hitch the proper size
for the trailer to be
t owed?

E. |Is the bal
securely attached to the
t ow bar?

F. Is the renote
br aki ng mechani sm
operating properly?

G Does the tow ng
vehi cl e have adequately
sized rear-view mrrors
on both sides?

H |Is rear suspen-
sion of tow ng vehicle
sufficient and in condi-
tion to accept trailer
t ongue wei ght ?




